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A l m o s t  a l l  fo r m s  o f  m e d i a  a r e
i n h e r e n t l y  b i a s e d ,  a n d  y o u r  f av o r i t e

n e w s  s o u r c e s  a r e  n o  exc e p t i o n !
W h e t h e r  y o u  w at c h  t h e  n e w s ,  o r  fo l l o w

c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  t h e
t e a m  t h at  p u t s  t o g e t h e r  t h e

i n fo r m at i o n  y o u  d i g e s t  i s  a l m o s t
c e r t a i n l y  b i a s e d .  

M o s t  w e l l - k n o w n  A m e r i c a n  n e w s
s o u r c e s  a r e  s ke w e d  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l

r i g h t  o r  l e f t ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  f l at
o u t  s a y  t h at  t h e  i n fo r m at i o n  t h e y  a r e

p r e s e n t i n g  h a s  g o n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i l t e r
o f  t h e i r  b i a s e s ,  i t  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  h a s .   

W h e n  w e  e n g a g e  w i t h  n e w s  t h at  i s
b i a s e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  w e  a r e  e n g a i n g

w i t h  i n fo r m at i o n  t h at  i s  a l l  b i a s e d  i n
t h e  s a m e  w a y ,  i t  i s  e a s y  fo r

m i s i n fo r m at i o n ,  o r  m i s i n t e r p r e t at i o n  o f
e v e n t s  a n d  s i t u at i o n s  t o  b e c o m e  o u r

r e a l i t i e s .  

I n  R e p o r t i n g

K at z ,  J a m e s  E . ,  a n d  K at e  K .  M ay s  (e d s ) ,  J o u r n a l i s m  a n d  Tr u t h
i n  a n  Ag e  o f  S o c i a l  M e d i a  ( N e w  Yo r k ,  2 0 1 9 ;  o n l i n e  e d n ,
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NCIDENTALNESS MEANS WE OFTEN COME
ACROSS NEWS WHILE DOING OTHER
THINGS. WHEN YOU GET ONLINE WITH
THE INTENTION OF PASSING A FEW
MINUTES WITH FUNNY VIDEOS OR
SEEING WHAT YOUR FRIENDS HAVE
BEEN UP TO, YOU ARE CONFRONTED
WITH  CURRENT EVENTS AND POLITICS. 

RANULARITY MEANS THAT WE
TYPICALLY SEE NEWS IN SMALL
BITS, OR GRANULES, OF
INFORMATION RATHER THAN
WHOLE ARTICLES OR BROADCASTS.
YOU HARDLY EVER GET THE WHOLE
STORY ONLINE.  

OCIALITY IS THE LAST FACTOR
AND IT FOCUSES ON HOW

NEWS CONNECTS TO SOCIAL
INTERACTIONS. WE OFTEN SEE

NEWS THROUGH
RECOMMENDATIONS AND
INPUT FROM FRIENDS AND

ONLINE COMMUNITIES. 

ON-EXCLUSIVITY REFERS TO NEW
S

BEING 
JUST 

ONE 
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OFTEN 
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S INBETW
EEN OTHER
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FILLS 

THE 
GAPS 

COULD 
BE

ANYTHING.  
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Echo  chambers  are  a
soc ial  phenomenon  i n

wh i ch  a  person  i s
surrounded  by  l i ke
m inded  people  and

content .  Thus ,  t he
same  op i n i ons  are
“echoed”  over  and
over  aga in ,  usual ly

w i thout  fa i l .  

These  c i rcmstances
can  lead  people  to
have  no  concept  o f

what  people  outs i d e
of  the i r  c i rcle  o f

i n format i ons  th i nk  or
bel i eve .  Th is  lack  o f

i n format i on ,  or
i gnorance  leads  to  a
d iv i d e  between  people

based  on  i d eals .  
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Echo  chambers  a
far  more  common

that  one  m ight
th i nk .  

Though ,  i t  i s  easy
to  create  an  echo

chamber ,
espec ia l ly  onl i ne .  

Every  t ime  that
you  choose  no t  t o

i n t eract  w i th
content  that

d i f fers  from  your
bel i e fs ,  y ou  are

d i s tanc ing
yourself  from

d iverse  content .  
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U.S.A.  1 18 (9) e2023301118,
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When you are only exposed to one point of

view, or never educated about an issue or

situation, that can make you ignorant.

Ignorance is not inherently the fault of one

person; however, becoming and staying

informed is the responsibility of a good citizen.

Ignorance is one of the leading causes of bias

within a group of people, and echo chambers a

huge enfrcer of ignorance. When we are able to

choose what information we see and interact

with, it becomes incredibly easy to remain

biased towards issues that may make us

oncomfortable or unhappy to learn about.

Hoffman, A. M., & Kaire, J. (2020). Comfortably Numb: Effects of Prolonged Media Coverage. Journal of Conflict Resolution, 64(9), 1666-1692. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002720907675
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Odds are, you

are ignorant in

some way, but

it may not be

your fault. 
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Extremism is
upholding a

belief, typically
political to

such a degree
that you become

incapable of
seeing or

accepting other
perspectives. 

Extremism is
often associated
with ignorance,
as both require
a degree of

isolation from
information that
could reshape
one’s opinion.

Giudice, Vittoria. (2024). From Browsing to Action:Risk Factors Associated with OnlineRadicalization and Violent Extremism.https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.30900.46725 


